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The Clutha Mata-Au River Parkway  proposal, released on January 30th, 2003, gained immediate and 
widespread approval. Numerous written statements of support and interest were subsequently received 
from local, regional and national bodies, and from individuals.  The following is a summary only: 
 
 
Department of Conservation 
“I have now discussed the proposal with Jeff Connell, Otago Conservator, and we are pleased to advise that the 
department supports the concept of the proposal.  …In general terms, the aims of the Clutha River Parkway are 
consistent with the objectives and policies of the Otago Conservation Management Strategy, 1998.  The Otago 
Conservation Management Strategy is a statutory document that sets out the management directions of the 
department.  The department is…very keen to be involved if the concept develops further or if a working group is 
formed.”  
~ Paul Hellebrekers, Area Manager, Wanaka. 
 
Land Information New Zealand 
“Your proposal for a Clutha River Parkway has been read with considerable interest. … LINZ would be interested 
to hear how they (bodies identified in the proposal DOC, ORC, QLDC, CODC, CDC) view the concept that you 
have put forward.” 
~ Ross Marbeck, Crown Property Management. 
 
Otago Regional Council 
“…I was especially pleased that your ‘proposal’…arrived in my mail this morning from ORC. I’ve just completed a 
fairly quick preliminary read and I’m very impressed with the scope, intent, and thoroughly thought-through basis 
for your proposition.  It’s a comprehensive and persuasive document.” 
~ Michael Deaker, Councillor. 
 
Queenstown-Lakes District Council 
The Clutha River Parkway is “an excellent concept.” 
~ Clive Geddes, Mayor. 
 
The Clutha River Parkway is “a great initiative.” 
~ Duncan Field, Chief Executive. 
 
Central Otago District Council 
“I would be happy to support the proposal. The main 
benefit I see is like the Rail Trail it would add value to the 
district’s visitor industry.” 
~ Malcolm Macpherson, Mayor. 
 
“The Parkway is a great idea, and deserves enthusiastic support.” 
~ Malcolm Macpherson, Mayor. 
 
Otago Conservation Board 
“The Board congratulates you on your initiative and is pleased to support the proposal in principle.  …The Board 
asks that it be kept informed of future developments.” 
~ Fergus Sutherland, Chairperson. 
 
The Parkway is  “… a wonderful idea that was submitted at a very opportune time.” 
~ Les Cleveland, Former Chairman. 
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“This is a tremendous proposal as so much of the area involved in much wider than the ‘Queen’s Chain’; the 
special areas and the wetlands outside the “Queen’s Chain’ will all be linked. The proposal is brilliant; the 
proposer has put tremendous thought into it with broad, long-term thinking. It’s great.” 
~ Les Cleveland, Former Chairman. 
 
Lake Wanaka Guardians 
The Parkway proposal is “…a great idea.” 
~ Bill Hislop, Chairman. 
 
Royal Forest and Bird Protection Society, Upper Clu tha Branch 
“At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Upper Clutha Branch of the Royal Forest and Bird Protection 
Society of NZ Inc, our executive committee resolved to support your proposal absolutely.” 
~ Errol Carr, Secretary, Upper Clutha Branch. 
 
Otago Fish and Game Council  
‘Thanks for your proposal.  It looks good and in line with our thinking. … entirely compatible with our vision for the 
Upper Clutha.” 
~ Niall Watson, Manager. 
 
“The real threat to it (The Parkway) is that subdivisions are proceeding too quickly, before his idea can get 
traction.” 
~ Niall Watson, Manager. 
 
The Otago Fish and Game Council  “…urges the ‘territorial authorities’ to proceed with all haste in facilitating it 
(the Parkway).” 
~ Dave Witherow, Councillor. 
 
The Clutha Fisheries Trust 
“At the last meeting of the Clutha Fisheries Trust, the Clutha (River) Parkway proposal was tabled for discussion.  
There was general agreement among the Trustees that the concept of protecting the natural landscape values of 
the Clutha River corridor was commendable.  As a result, the Trustees wish to advise of their support ‘in principle’ 
for the Clutha (River) Parkway proposal.” 
~ Aaron Horrell, Field Officer/Administrator. 
 
New Zealand Historic Places Trust 
“The Trust is very supportive of the general concept you are promoting.  Indeed, the integrated approach you are 
proposing ties in very well with the work the Trust is participating in on the recognition and protection of heritage 
landscapes. …The land alongside the Clutha River is rich in heritage resources, including sites of early Maori and 
European occupation.  …The Parkway would be a good way of evaluating and protecting these heritage 
resources. …We look forward to hearing more about the Parkway project, and perhaps contributing at a later 
date.” 
~ Julia Forsyth, Heritage Advisor. 
 
Te Runanga o Ngai Tahu  
“…Ngai Tahu seeks to be involved in all discussions of interested parties to this matter given the extremely high 
significance of the Mata-Au (Clutha River) to Ngai Tahu …aspects of your proposal to protect and/or sustainably 
manage this area are in parallel with Ngai Tahu aspirations as kaitiaki for the area ...” 
~ David O’Connell, Natural Resources Unit Manager. 
 
Upper Clutha Environmental Protection Society 
The Parkway “…certainly has the support of the Society – I read the proposal … with interest. Please let me know 
of any developments.” 
~ Julian Haworth, President. 
 
Hawea Community Association 
“The (Clutha River Parkway) concept has been discussed by this committee which supports your proposal.” 
~ Barbara Chinn, Acting Secretary. 
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Contact Energy 
“…from the brief look we’ve had it (the Parkway) seems like an interesting concept and we’d like to be kept 
informed of progress.” 
~ Graham Quinn, Generations Manager Hydro, Clyde. 
~ Neil Gillespie, Environmental Advisor, Clyde. 
 
David Parker, Otago MP in 2003 
“I read the proposal in full with interest.  Your proposal is timely because of development pressures in the area.  
Just prior to the filling of Lake Dunstan I, with a group of friends, kayaked/rafted the Clutha from Alberttown the 
Clyde, and like you value the Clutha River environment.  I would be keen to meet with you to discuss your 
proposal and ways in which your initiative might be advanced.” 
 
Chris Carter, Minister of Conservation 
“I appreciated having the opportunity to talk with you about it in person.  I congratulate you on this initiative, and 
on the support you have gathered to date.  While it is an ambitious project, it is clear from the material provided, 
that your steering group has been thorough in the work completed so far, and I wish you well. 
I suggest that you contact my office once you have a firm date for your proposed launch, and I will advise of my 
availability to attend at that time.  You may also like to invite my colleague the Hon Marian Hobbs, Minister for the 
Environment.” 
 
Individuals 
It is not possible to list all the individuals who have expressed support for the Clutha Mata-Au River Parkway , 
however, the following names provide an indication of the broad-based nature of that support: 
 
John Beattie, Deputy Chairman, World Wildlife Fund in New Zealand. 
Ray Cleland, Former Secretary HOWL (Hands Off Wanaka Lake), Former Supervisor NZ National Parks, first 
Chief Ranger Mount Aspiring National Park. 
John Alldred,  CEO Lake Wanaka Tourism. 
Lloyd Ferguson , Upper Clutha developer. 
Murray Frost,  Upper Clutha developer. 
Dr. Barrie Wills , Plant and Land Management Scientist/Consultant, Alexandra. 
 

 
 
 

 
Other documents in this series are: 1.Project Introduction, 2.Parkway ‘Body’  

3.Project Management, 4.Community Benefits, 5.Statutory Provisions. 
 

For more information, please contact: 
Lewis Verduyn, Steering Group Chairperson 

info@cmrp.org.nz 
 

Or Bob Penter, Project Manager 
cmrp@ghd.co.nz 

 
Websites: 

www.cmrp.org.nz 
www.ghd.co.nz  

 
 


