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The River Community 
The Clutha Mata-Au has, historically, played a major role in the lives of the people of Otago. Maori lived and camped along it, 
navigating its dangerous waters. Early runholders settled near it and found crossing it a perilous exercise. Gold-miners 
scoured its banks and risked life and limb to mine its deep gorges. The pattern of settlement has naturally followed the river 
corridor, with farming, horticulture, viticulture and every other activity depending on access and water. Every town and 
community along the Clutha Mata-Au River corridor has it’s own local connection with the river, and all are a part of the greater 
‘river community’. 
 
Although the Clutha Mata-Au is at the heart of Otago’s identity, its value to the river communities and the region is not being 
fully realised. Its value is mostly utilized commercially through hydro-electricity generation and irrigation, while any broader 
community benefits are almost an afterthought. Despite the size, unique qualities, and significance of the river environment, it 
doesn’t enjoy the status of a major recreational, cultural, tourism, and socio-economic asset to the river communities. The 
Clutha Mata-Au River Parkway  would change this, establishing a diverse community-level asset with huge future potential. 
 
 
Benefits To River Communities 
As part of the Clutha Mata-Au River Parkway project, we will assess the likely benefits to the river communities that can be 
expected from the development of the Parkway, and the Parkway Trail, so that the river communities, local, regional and 
central government fully understand how the river communities and the region as a whole could benefit from this project.  
 
The Parkway Trail, alone, has the potential to bring significant economic benefits to the river communities, boosting recreation 
and tourism opportunities, especially eco and heritage tourism, with the increased activity being serviced by the river 
communities. Of course, benefits would be far more extensive than purely economic. River communities would benefit from 
the Parkway through increased amenity values, with much improved public access including linkages between communities 
along the river corridor. The health of the river corridor’s biodiversity and watershed would be improved through initiatives such 
as native restoration projects involving community groups and schools. These projects, in turn, would re-focus the river 
communities on the Clutha Mata-Au as an important icon, fostering long-term community ‘ownership’ of the Parkway.  
 
The river communities and the corridor environment would also benefit from a more coordinated management approach under 
a Parkway Management Plan  driven by an integrated Parkway Body.  
 
We have learned at public consultation meetings that the river communities already have aspirations for improving their 
respective sections of the river corridor. The Parkway Body would seek the participation of groups such as Rotary and Lions, 
walkway and promotion groups, in projects beneficial to the communities within the overall “vision” of the Parkway.  Such 
projects would have amenity, recreational, tourism, and educational benefits. For example: 
 

�� Parkway Trail construction staged in sections as and 
when possible, with different grades of trails suitable for 
all ages. Community groups and volunteers would be 
encouraged to participate in trail projects. 

�� Native restoration, enhancing community picnic areas 
and reserves, and riverbank trails. Community groups, 
volunteers and schools would be involved. 

�� Amenity improvement and construction. The Parkway 
would provide guaranteed access points, signage, safe 
trails, picnic areas, toilets, and in the longer term some 
basic camping areas for overnight trail and river users. 

�� Heritage site restoration and maintenance. A primary 
goal of the Parkway would be to improve access to 
heritage areas, restore and maintain gold-mining relics, 
and provide information to the public through 
interpretive information panels. 

�� Sustainable tourism operations; water-based activities; historic gold-mining site tours; wildlife and eco-tourism; guided 
fishing; trail walking and camping; rock-climbing; horse-trekking; mountain-biking. 

�� Multi-sport events following the Parkway Trail, with sections for running, kayaking, mountain-biking etc.  A ‘Source to 
Sea’ event could become a Parkway classic. Such events could have considerable economic spin-offs.  

 
The Parkway also has the potential to become a significant education resource, for all levels of education.  
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Education Benefits ~ Primary 
The Parkway would actively encourage the involvement and participation of all the Primary Schools along the length of the 
river corridor, in projects beneficial to all concerned.  Projects and activities may include: 
 

�� A joint Primary School “link-up”, with schools from Wanaka to Balclutha studying different sections of the Clutha 
Mata-Au River environment, sharing resources and study results. 

�� A water safety programme including Clutha Mata-Au water-based activities.  
�� The geography and climate zones of the Clutha Mata-Au River corridor. 
�� Flora and fauna studies, teaching students the significance of indigenous and introduced species within the Parkway. 
�� Field trips to study native plants, birdlife, insects and invasive species.  
�� Conservation / native restoration projects. Schools or classes could adopt sites, plant them in natives, care for them, 

and monitor them annually to observe changes. Local nurseries, community groups and parents could become 
involved in plant raising, education and sponsorship.   

�� Studying water quality, and the native and introduced species in the river. 
�� The history of the Clutha Mata-Au River, from the Moa Hunters and the gold-miners to the present day, and the 

significance of the river to the region. 
�� Sport and recreation programmes could include Parkway activities such as kayaking, rafting, fishing, and day walks 

to heritage sites. 
 

 
Education Benefits ~ College and Polytechnic 
Scope for the Clutha Mata-Au River Parkway environment to become an outdoor ‘classroom’ increases as studies diversify.  
The New Zealand Qualifications Authority (NZQA) framework has a multitude of outdoor-based Unit Standards that could be 
taught within the Parkway, and students would be encouraged to become involved in Parkway projects.  
 

�� Outdoor Education: 
o Activities including kayaking, rafting, rowing, 

sailing, abseiling, rock-climbing, mountain-
biking, tramping and overnight camping. 

o Risk management, teamwork, leadership, 
rope courses, problem solving, and 
communication skills. 

o Outdoor First-Aid courses. 
o Search and rescue, survival, bushcraft 

courses. 
o Outdoor Instructor / Guide courses. 
 

�� Geography, history, and biology courses. 
�� Native restoration projects, and species monitoring. 
�� Archaeological site studies and heritage restoration 

projects. 
 
 

Education Benefits ~ University 
A host of significant study areas exist within the proposed Parkway.  The Clutha Mata-Au River waterway is the largest in New 
Zealand, traversing diverse terrain and climate zones, and containing unique ecosystems.  The Clutha Mata-Au system is the 
home of some of New Zealand’s rarest species.  Research subjects may include: 
 

�� Rare and undescribed flora and fauna; locations, numbers, threats and trends. Significant study areas (that are likely 
to be included in the Parkway), are: 

o Pisa Flat unique dryland biodiversity area in the Upper Clutha Mata-Au. 
o The Chafer Beetle Reserve near Cromwell. 
o The 170ha Earnscleugh Tailings Historic Reserve, supporting rare and unnamed indigenous invertebrates. 
o Flat Top Hill Conservation Area between the Clutha Mata-Au and Butcher’s Dam, with 182 native species. 
o The Chapman’s Road Saltpan Reserve near Alexandra. 
o The 7ha Birch Island in the Rongahere Gorge. 
o The rare mixed beech forest of the Rongahere corridor, supporting nationally important populations of 

Mohua (Yellowhead), Yellow-Crested Parakeet, South Island Robin, and invertebrates. 
o Numerous other isolated or substantially unmodified habitats along the Clutha Mata-Au system supporting 

rare or undescribed species. 
 

�� Marine biology; Galaxiid fish habitat research. 
�� Flooding; historical cycles, causes, economic and human costs, trends, possible mitigation measures and solutions. 
�� Long-term hydro-electricity impacts; sediment build-up, flushing, coastal erosion trends, issues relating to eventual 

decommissioning and river restoration. 
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�� Micro-climates; terrain influences, changing weather patterns associated with hydro reservoirs and new land use; 
climate computer modelling. 

�� Alpine faults; measurement and rates of movement. 
�� Sustainable water resources management; sewerage / wastewater treatment, long-term community and irrigation 

needs.  
�� Archaeological research; further identification of significant sites, including those culturally important to Ngai Tahu 

and Kai Tahu ki Otago, and the excavation and restoration of early European and gold-mining sites. 
�� Extinct species research and excavation; Moa, South Island Adzebill, flightless New Zealand Coot, Orange-Beaked 

Takahe, South Island Goose, New Zealand Pelican, New Zealand Swan. 
 
 

Community Education Benefits  
Perhaps the most important role of the Parkway would be to increase public awareness of the natural, recreational and cultural 
significance of the Clutha Mata-Au River environment. 
 
The success of Parkway strategies to protect and enhance the Clutha Mata-Au River corridor, in order to benefit the 
community, will depend largely on increased public awareness, especially relating to: 
 

�� River corridor development and subdivision issues, such as loss of public access and amenity values. 
�� Water quality resource issues, especially regarding sewerage / wastewater disposal, irrigation limitations and issues, 

and the long-term impacts of hydro-electricity generation. 
�� Further acknowledgement of the significance of Ngai Tahu’s and Kai Tahu’s association with the Mata-Au / Clutha 

River and corridor, including the need to protect and respect Ngai Tahu and Kai Tahu ki Otago heritage sites. 
�� Improving the public knowledge of native species within the Parkway.  This would be achieved through projects 

involving native restoration, and the identification, monitoring and fostering of native bird and insect species, 
especially in significant wildlife / wetland areas. 

�� Raising public awareness of invasive species threats to the river environment, containing the spread of Lagarosiphon, 
Didymosphenia, Wilding Pine, Old Man’s Beard, Gorse, Broom, and invasive garden plants etc. 

�� Raising public awareness of pest and animal threats to the river environment, such as stoats, ferrets, possums, rats, 
feral and domestic cats, dogs or livestock in sensitive wildlife / wetlands areas. 

�� Improving local knowledge of Otago’s gold-rush heritage along the Clutha Mata-Au River corridor, including heritage 
sites, and the people and events that shaped the region.  This would be achieved through improved trail access, 
heritage site restoration projects, information panels, and sustainable tourism ventures. 

�� Fostering a better appreciation of the globally unique qualities of the Clutha Mata-Au River, recognizing that there are 
no other rivers in the world with the specific characteristics of the Clutha Mata-Au, i.e. glacially fed through lakes, 
unusually swift and clear in the upper reaches, with wilderness-like sections substantially unspoiled, flowing through 
diverse geo-physical, climate and ecological zones, and at a latitude easily sustaining people. 

 

 
 
 

 
Other documents in this series are: 1.Project Introduction, 2.Parkway ‘Body’,  

3.Project Management, 5.Statutory Provisions, 6.Statements of Support. 
 

For more information, please contact: 
Lewis Verduyn, Steering Group Chairperson 

info@cmrp.org.nz 
 

Or Bob Penter, Project Manager 
cmrp@ghd.co.nz 

 
Websites: 

www.cmrp.org.nz 
www.ghd.co.nz  

 
 
 
 
 


