Managing the Parkway

In the long-term, the successful integrated management of the river corridor depends on the establishment of an integrated
management ‘body’, enabling all the ‘river bodies’ to work together. Given the importance of the Clutha Mata-Au to the region
and to New Zealand, it would be appropriate for this body to have a statutory foundation.

Governmental Members
The Parkway Body would include the following as the key governmental core:

The Otago Regional Council

The Queenstown-Lakes District Council
The Central Otago District Council

The Clutha District Council

Land Information New Zealand

The Department of Conservation

Non-Governmental Members
We foresee other organizations with an interest in the river corridor having the right to participate. They would likely include:

The Otago Conservation Board

Te Runanga o Ngai Tahu and Kai Tahu ki Otago

The Otago Fish and Game Council

The Royal Forest and Bird Protection Society, Upper Clutha Branch
The Clutha Fisheries Trust

The Central Otago Recreational User's Forum

Contact Energy

The Guardians of Lake Wanaka

The Upper Clutha Environmental Society

The Historic Places Trust

The Clutha Guardians

Other interested parties, such as landcare groups, tourism associations and tourist operators.

Forming the Parkway Body

Integrated management is becoming increasingly important in New Zealand in order to help achieve the sustainable use of
diminishing resources and assets experiencing the pressures and pitfalls of population growth. Waterways are a prime
example of a resource valued by many, and often managed inconsistently by a range or organizations with differing aims. The
Resource Management Act (1991), in promoting sustainable management, recognizes the benefits of integrating the
management of such resources, and under Part 5 Section 80, allows territorial authorities to combine for the purpose of
integrated management across territorial boundaries whenever significant cross-boundary issues relating to the use,
development or protection of natural or physical resources arise or are likely to arise.

In forming a Parkway Body, it is important to understand that the territorial authorities would continue to perform their existing
statutory roles, while jointly administering a statutory Parkway Management Plan specific to the river corridor, with input from
interested organizations.

The Parkway Body, consisting of stakeholder representatives, would meet regularly, and guided by the Parkway

Management Plan , would be responsible for managing the river corridor in a sustainable manner, to protect and improve its
natural, recreational, cultural, heritage, tourism and economic values. The Parkway Body would establish a world-class river
parkway along the entire Clutha Mata-Au, within a defined Parkway river corridor, or zone. The Parkway Body could be
established with a strong community ethic, involving community groups and schools in amenity and educational projects along
the length of the Parkway.



Parkway Management Plan
The policies and objectives of the Parkway Management Plan could be fundamentally based on Sections 6 and 7of the
Resource Management Act (1991), with the following key objectives:

The preservation of the natural character of the Clutha Mata-Au River
corridor from inappropriate subdivision, use or development.

The maintenance and enhancement of the quality of the Clutha Mata-Au
waterway and its natural corridor environment.

The maintenance and enhancement of the amenity values of the Clutha
Mata-Au River.

The maintenance or enhancement of the spiritual and cultural beliefs, values
and uses of significance to Te Runanga of Ngai Tahu and Kai Tahu ki Otago,
as these relate to the Mata-Au / Clutha River.

The maintenance and enhancement of public access routes to, and public
trails along, the Clutha Mata-Au River.

The protection and restoration of indigenous vegetation, fauna and
ecosystems.

The maintenance of heritage values associated with the Clutha Mata-Au
River corridor.

The maintenance and promotion of the ethic of public stewardship,
Kaitiakitanga (guardianship).

The protection of the habitat of trout and salmon within the Clutha Mata-Au
River system.

In all of the above, the encouragement of community education and
participation.

The primary guideline policies and objectives already exist within the RMA, the Otago Regional Council Plan: Water, the
Department of Conservation (Otago Conservation Strategy, 1998), the Council District Plans etc., and need only be brought
together and summarised into a single plan specific to the river corridor.

Eventually, detailed policies and objectives, relating to all aspects of the river corridor environment, could be developed with
the assistance of the appropriate members.

Plan Strategies
The final Parkway Management Plan is likely to include strategies to achieve the following:

A continuous ‘Clutha Corridor Landscape Zone’ (CCL) or Esplanade Reserve along the entire Clutha Mata-Au River
corridor (if not already established at this stage), possibly achieved through District Plan variations/amendments or
progressively through existing RMA provisions. It would be specific to the experiential corridor, serving also as an
ecological buffer zone along both sides of the waterway. Emphasis could be placed on linking existing Esplanade
Reserves, Marginal Strips, other reserve lands, and wildlife/wetland areas along the river.

Public access routes to the Parkway corridor. Where these routes can be negotiated across private land, the
Parkway would need to reassure landowners over public access issues, fostering co-operation and educating the
public with signage to inform them of their obligations toward landowners, re: defined routes excluding vehicles,
unleashed dogs, firearms, fires and litter. Signage would need to disclaim landowner liability, and some routes may
be fenced to prevent the public from wandering over private land. Where access exists over public land, parking and
picnic areas could be provided at the beginning of Parkway trails.

A Clutha Mata-Au River Parkway Trail along the entire length of the Parkway. This trail would probably be
constructed primarily on the “Queen’s Chain” and riverside reserves, but may also have sections negotiated through
private land when and where landowner co-operation is possible. The trail would be a long-term project, constructed
section-by-section along the entire river, drawing on the expertise and guidance of the Department of Conservation,
with community involvement.

The maintenance of trout and salmon stocks. The Otago Fish and Game Council would provide much of the policy
and expertise for fishery management.

Co-ordinated control of noxious and invasive species such as Old Man’s Beard, Wilding Pine, Lagarosiphon,
Didymosphenia, Gorse and Broom. Resources could be pooled. The Otago Regional Council, the Department of
Conservation and Land Information New Zealand would have key roles.

Co-ordinated control of pests such as rabbits, stoats, ferrets, opossums, rats and feral cats, especially in important
reserves and wildlife areas along the river.

Native restoration projects, enlisting the co-operation of community groups and schools along the length of the
Parkway, and initially focusing on areas adjacent to existing and new sections of the Parkway Trail.

Water quality improvement, and water management. This would be guided substantially by the Otago Regional
Council Plan: Water, as it relates to changes in wastewater management; the fencing of waterways to keep stock
away from water and vulnerable reserve / wetland areas; and water extraction.
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The recognition, protection and restoration of heritage sites along the Parkway. Ngai Tahu and Kai Tahu ki Otago,
the Historic Places Trust, and the Department of Conservation would be the key members providing expertise and
guidance for heritage work. Community groups would be encouraged to participate in specific heritage projects.
The purchase of river corridor lands, when and where possible, to extend reserves and / or improve public access.
The establishment of binding covenants, where possible with landowner co-operation, over wildlife / wetland and
landscape areas within the Parkway that have significant natural and recreation values.

The mitigation of obvious man-made structures on remote sections of the riverbank, such as pump-sheds, classified
in an Introduced Structures Inventory.

Recreation, tourism and multi-sport guidance and promotion within the Parkway.
The ultimate inclusion of tributaries in the Parkway.

It becomes apparent that every member of the Parkway Body would make a valuable contribution to ‘their’ area / section of the
overall Parkway Management Plan , while all members would be involved in a process of policy consensus.

Most of the expertise and inventories that would be required by the Parkway Body would be available through Parkway
members. The key, then, is to bring them together.

Other documents in this series are: 1.Project Introduction, 3.Project Management,
4.Community Benefits, 5.Statutory Provisions, 6.Statements of Support.

For more information, please contact:
Lewis Verduyn, Steering Group Chairperson
info@cmrp.org.nz

Or Bob Penter, Project Manager
cmrp@ghd.co.nz

Websites:
WWW.CMrp.org.nz

www.ghd.co.nz




